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(57) ABSTRACT

A system for converting a first electric voltage into a second
electric voltage, comprising: at least two input terminals and
two output terminals; and switching members disposed
between the terminals, which can convert the first voltage
into the second voltage. At least one switching member
comprises at least two arms connected in parallel and each
arm includes an electronic switch that can be controlled such
as to occupy either an on-state or an off-state, said switch
comprising a control electrode and two conduction elec-
trodes that conduct current in the on-state. The switching
member comprises a common control terminal connected to
the control electrode of the switch of each arm, as well as a
first common conduction terminal and a second common
conduction terminal connected respectively to a first con-
duction electrode and a second conduction electrode of the
switch of each of the arms.

10 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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1
HIGH POWER CONVERTER WITH LOW
POWER TRANSISTORS CONNECTED IN
PARALLEL

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention relate to a system
for the conversion of an initial electric voltage into a second
electric voltage, in particular to conversion systems with
high electrical power, such as power in excess of 1 MW.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

There is a voltage converter of the type mentioned above.
The converter is a three-phase voltage inverter comprising
two terminals with continuous input voltage and one output
terminal for each phase of the three-phase output voltage.
The three-phase inverter includes two switching paths for
each phase. Each switching path is connected between the
corresponding output terminal and the respective input ter-
minal and includes a switching element. The switching
elements are suitable for converting the continuous input
voltage into the alternative output voltage.

In order to allow the circulation of a current of greater
strength, each switching element comprises two controllable
electronic switches connected in parallel, the control elec-
trodes, and the conduction electrodes of the two switches
respectively connected between them. The switches are
identical so that the current is distributed as equally as
possible between the two switches.

However, the two switches do not always have identical
electrical characteristics, and are generally subjected to
thermal conditions that differ from one switch to another
depending on their arrangement. This results in an imbal-
ance in the current between the two switches, in particular
during the switching phases of the switches; in certain cases,
the imbalance causes the destruction of one of the two
switches.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention propose a conver-
sion system making it possible to reduce the imbalance in
the current between the switches arranged in parallel arms of
a switching element during the switching phases of the
switches, while also delivering a current having the same
voltage and the same strength.

Embodiments of the present invention include: at least
two input terminals and two output terminals, switching
elements, positioned between the input terminals and the
output terminals, which are suitable for converting the first
voltage into the second voltage, at least one switching
element which includes at least two arms connected in
parallel, where each arm comprises an electronic switch that
can be switched on and off, the switch comprising a control
electrode, two conduction electrodes, and with a current that
is suitable to circulate between the conduction electrodes in
the “on” state, and that switching element must comprise at
least a shared control terminal connected to the control
electrode of the switch of each arm connected in parallel, as
well as a first shared conduction terminal and a second
shared conduction terminal connected to a first conduction
electrode, respectively to a second conduction electrode of
the switch of each arm connected in parallel.

In an embodiment of the present invention a conversion
system of the aforementioned type, characterized by the fact
that it has at least one switching element for each arm
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connected in parallel, as well as an inductor connected
between a common electrode among the two conduction
electrodes and the corresponding shared conduction termi-
nal; the inductor has a value greater than 10 nH and is more
or less identical for each of the arms connected in parallel.

In an embodiment of the present invention, the conversion
system includes one or several of the following character-
istics, taken in isolation or following all technically possible
combinations: the system includes at least two switching
elements comprising at least two arms connected in parallel;
these switching elements are connected in series, and they
each include a capacitor connected between the first shared
conduction terminal and the second shared conduction ter-
minal, the aforementioned switching elements comprise one
or more capacitors connected in parallel in the arms, in the
absence of a resistor connected in series with a correspond-
ing capacitor, each switching element includes at least two
arms connected in parallel, with each arm comprising a
controllable electronic switch, the electronic switch com-
prises at least one transistor among the group which
includes: a bipolar transistor, a field-effect transistor, an
IGBT transistor and an IEGT transistor, the aforementioned
electrode among the two conduction electrodes is the emitter
electrode when the transistor is a bipolar transistor, a IGBT
transistor or a IEGT transistor, and the aforementioned
electrode among the two conduction electrodes is the source
electrode when the transistor is a field-effect transistor, the
electronic switch comprises a range of transistors connected
in series, the inductor has a value of between 10 nH and 100
nH, the system also includes a printed circuit comprising
conductor tracks between the electronic switches, and the
inductor is a portion of track having a length greater than 1
cm, the inductor is a portion of track with a length of
between 1 cm and 10 cm, and this portion of track has a
width of between 1 mm and 5 mm.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These characteristics and advantages of the invention will
become apparent when reading the following description,
which is given solely as an example, and refers to the
attached drawings, of which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic representation of a conversion
system according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion, including six switching elements suitable for convert-
ing the input voltage into an output voltage,

FIG. 2 is an electrical schematic of the switching element
of FIG. 1 according to a first mode of execution,

FIG. 3 is a similar view to that of FIG. 2 according to a
second mode of execution, and

FIG. 4 is an electrical schematic of two switching ele-
ments connected in series according to a third mode of
execution.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

An embodiment of the present invention relates to a
system 10 for the conversion of an initial electrical voltage
into a second electrical voltage including at least two input
terminals 12 and at least two output terminals 14. The
conversion system includes switching elements 16 posi-
tioned between the input terminals 12 and the output termi-
nals 14, which are suitable for the conversion of the first
voltage into the second voltage.

The conversion system is suitable for allowing the circu-
lation of high electrical power, such as, for example, one
greater than 1 MW.
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In the execution example in FIG. 1, the conversion system
10 is a voltage inverter suitable for converting a continuous
input voltage received between the two input terminals 12
into an alternating output voltage delivered at each output
terminal 14.

The voltage inverter 10 includes two switching paths 18
for each phase of the alternating output voltage, where each
switching path 18 is connected between the corresponding
output terminal 14 and a respective input terminal 12 and
includes a switching element 16.

The voltage inverter includes a diode 22 connected in
antiparallel to each switching element 16 and a means 24 for
controlling the switching elements.

In the execution example in FIG. 1, the voltage inverter 10
is a three-phase inverter and includes three output terminals
14 and six switching paths 18, namely, an output terminal
and two switching paths for each phase of the three-phase
output voltage.

The switching element 16, visible in FIG. 2, includes at
least two arms 26 connected in parallel, a shared control
terminal 28, a first shared conduction terminal 30 and a
second shared conduction terminal 32.

In the execution example in FIG. 2, the switching element
16 includes three arms 26 connected in parallel.

In the execution example in FIGS. 1 and 2, each switching
element 16 includes at least two arms 26 connected in
parallel, more particularly three arms 26 connected in par-
allel.

Each arm 26 is connected between the first and second
shared conduction terminals 30, 32, and comprises an elec-
tronic switch 34 which can be turned on and off; the switch
34 comprises a control electrode 36, a first conduction
electrode 38 and a second conduction electrode 40.

According to an embodiment, each arm also includes an
inductor 42 connected between the same electrode among
the two conduction electrodes 38, 40 and the corresponding
shared conduction terminal 30, 32.

In addition, each arm 26 includes a resistor 44 connected
between the control electrode 36 and the shared control
terminal 28.

The conversion system 10 also includes a printed circuit,
not shown, which comprises conductor tracks between the
electronic switches.

The shared control terminal 28 is connected, for example,
by the intermediary of the resistor 44, to the control elec-
trode 36 of the switch of each arm 26 connected in parallel.
In other words, the shared control terminal 28 is connected
to the control electrode 36 of each switch 34 of the switching
element.

The first shared conduction terminal 30 is connected to
the first conduction electrode 38 of the switch of each arm
26 connected in parallel. In other words, the first shared
conduction terminal 30 is connected to the first conduction
electrode 38 of each switch 34 of the switching element.

The second shared control terminal 32 is connected by the
intermediary of the inductor 42 to the control electrode 40 of
the switch of each arm 26 connected in parallel. In other
words, the second terminal of conduction common 32 is
connected via the inductor 42 to the second conduction
electrode 40 of each switch 34 of the switching element.

The electronic switch 34 comprises at least one transistor
among the group which includes: a bipolar transistor, a
field-effect transistor, an IGBT transistor (Insulated Gate
Bipolar Transistor) and an IEGT transistor (Injection
Enhanced Gate Transistor). In the execution example in FIG.
2, each electronic switch 34 consists of an IGBT transistor.
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The (or each) transistor in the switch 34 is, for example,
suitable to allow the circulation of a current with a voltage
equal to 1.2 kV or 600 V and a current equal to 30 or 40 A.

The switches in the same switching element 16 comprise
transistors of the same type, namely bipolar transistors,
field-effect transistors, IGBT transistors, or IEGT transis-
tors. Transistors of the same switching element 16, although
of the same type, are likely to display electrical character-
istics that are noticeably different from one transistor to
another.

The control electrode 36 is also referred to as the base
electrode when the switch 34 includes a bipolar transistor.
As an alternative, the control electrode 36 is also referred to
as the grid electrode when switch 34 includes a field-effect
transistor, an IGBT transistor or an IEGT transistor.

The first conduction electrode 38 and the second conduc-
tion electrode 40, are also referred to as a collector electrode
and emitter electrode, respectively, when switch 34 com-
prises a bipolar transistor, an IGBT transistor or an IEGT
transistor.

As an alternative, the first conduction electrode 38 and the
second conduction electrode 40 are also referred to as the
drain electrode and source electrode, respectively, when
switch 34 comprises a field-effect transistor.

In the execution example in FIG. 2, the aforementioned
electrode among both conduction electrodes 38, 40 which is
connected to the inductor 42 is the second conduction
electrode 40. In other words, the aforementioned electrode
among the two conduction electrodes which is connected to
inductor 42 is the emitter electrode when the transistor is a
bipolar transistor, an IGBT transistor or an IEGT transistor.
Alternatively, the aforementioned electrode among the two
conduction electrodes which is connected to the resistor 42
is the source electrode when the transistor is a field-effect
transistor.

The inductor 42 has a value L greater than 10 nH and is
more or less identical for each of the arms 26 connected in
parallel. The inductor 42, for example, has a value L
between 10 nH and 100 nH.

The inductor 42 is, for example, a portion of track of
printed circuit having a length greater than 1 cm, more
particularly ranging between 1 cm and 10 cm, and ideally
ranging between 2 cm and 5 cm. The width of the afore-
mentioned portion of the track of printed circuit is approxi-
mately a few millimeters, for example between 1 mm and 5
mm.

As an alternative, the inductor 42 is a dedicated passive
component.

The resistor 44 is a dedicated passive component and has
value of approximately a few ohms.

During the operation of the conversion system, a control
impulse is applied between the shared control terminal 28
and the second shared conduction terminal 32, for example
an impulse of positive voltage, so that the corresponding
switches 34 are in their “on” state. The current then circu-
lates between the conduction electrodes 38, 40 of the
switches, and more generally between the shared conduction
terminals 30, 32. The positive voltage applied between the
shared control terminal 28 and the second shared conduction
terminal 32 corresponds to the sum of a first Ul voltage
between the control electrode 36 and the second conduction
electrode 40 of switch 34 and a second U2 voltage to the
terminals of the corresponding inductor 42; the voltage at
the terminals of resistor 44 is negligible.

The second U2 voltage at the terminals of the inductor is,
for example, greater than the first U1 voltage at the terminals
of the electrodes of the switch. When the control pulse has
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a voltage of 15 volts, the first Ul voltage is, for example,
more or less equal to 5 volts, while the second U2 voltage
is more or less equal to 10 volts.

Otherwise, the second U2 voltage is defined using the
following equation:

UZ:LX(%) W

In other words, the value L of the inductor 42 therefore
makes it possible to check the gradient of the current i.

The switching properties of switches 34 are then virtually
identical from one arm 26 to the other, which makes it
possible to reduce the imbalance in the current between the
arms 26.

The design of the conversion system 10 in accordance
with an embodiment therefore makes it possible to reduce
the imbalance in the current between the switches 34
arranged in the parallel arms 26 of the switching element 16,
while still delivering a current with the same voltage and the
same strength.

FIG. 3 illustrates a second execution method according to
an embodiment for which the same elements as for the first
execution method, described above, are indicated by iden-
tical references and are therefore not described again.

According to the second execution method, the electronic
switch 34 comprises a range of transistors 46 connected in
series.

The first conduction electrode of the first transistor is
connected to the first shared conduction terminal 30 and the
second conduction electrode of the first transistor is con-
nected to the first conduction electrode of the second tran-
sistor. The second conduction electrode of the second tran-
sistor is connected to the first conduction electrode of the
following transistor, and so on. The second conduction
electrode of the last of the transistors connected in series is
connected via the inductor 42 to the second shared conduc-
tion terminal 32.

In the execution example in FIG. 3, the switching element
16 includes three arms 26 connected in parallel. Each arm 26
consists of a switch 34, and each switch 34 comprises three
transistors 46 connected in series.

The operation of this second mode of execution is iden-
tical to that of the first execution method and is therefore not
described again.

Connection in series of the transistors 46 makes it pos-
sible to obtain a greater delivered voltage, such as, for
example, a voltage greater than 2.5 Kv, or actually allows
the same delivered voltage to use transistors for lower
voltage.

The other advantages of this second method of execution
are identical to those of the first execution method and are
therefore not described again.

FIG. 4 illustrates a third method of execution of an
embodiment for which the same elements used in the first
method of execution, described previously, are indicated by
identical references, and are therefore not described again.

According to the third method of execution, two switch-
ing elements 16 are connected in series.

Each switching path 18 comprises, for example, two
switching elements 16 connected in series, in order to obtain
a greater delivered voltage.

Each switching element 16 comprises at least two con-
nected arms 26 in parallel and an additional arm 50 con-
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6

nected in parallel with the aforementioned arm 26 between
the shared conduction terminals 30, 32.

In the execution example in FIG. 4, each switching
element 16 includes three arms 26 connected in parallel,
each arm 26 comprising the electronic switch 34, inductor
42 and resistor 44.

The control methods 24 are the control methods for the
switches 34 of each of the switching elements.

The additional arm 50 comprises a resistor 52 and a
capacitor 54 connected in series. In other words, each
switching element 16 also includes, compared with the first
mode of execution, the resistor 52 and capacitor 54 con-
nected in series between the first shared conduction terminal
30 and second common conduction terminal 32.

As an alternative, the additional arm 50 includes only a
capacitor in the absence of a resistor connected in series with
the capacitor.

The resistor 52 is a damping resistor for the parasitic
voltages that are likely to appear at high frequency, for
example for frequencies greater than 1 MHz. The resistor 52
has an impedance of approximately several ohms.

The capacitor 54 is suited to absorbing a major portion of
the current and to limiting the diversion of the voltage over
time. The capacitor 54 has a capacity C with a value, for
example, between N and 10xN nF, more particularly equal
to 20 5xN nF, where N represents the number of arms 26
connected in parallel.

As an alternative, each switching element 16 comprises
an additional arm 50 connected in parallel with each respec-
tive arm 26 between the shared conduction terminals 30, 32.
In other words, each switching element 16 comprises N
additional arms 50, where N represents the number of arms
26 connected in parallel. Each additional arm 50 comprises
a resistor 52 and a capacitor 54 connected in series. Accord-
ing to this alternative, the capacitor 54 has a capacity of
approximately several nF, of a value ranging, for example,
between 1 and 10 nF, more particularly equal to 5 nF.

As an alternative, each additional arm 50 includes only a
capacitor in the absence of a resistor connected in series with
the capacitor.

During the switching of IGBT or IEGT transistors in
switches 34, residual charges remain in the transistors and
form parasitic currents, also known as tail currents. These
tail currents create, in particular, imbalances in voltage at the
level of the conduction terminals between the switching
elements 16 in series.

These imbalances of voltage due to excess charges also
appear during the switching of the diodes connected in
antiparallel to each transistor, whether they are MOSFET,
IGBT or IEGT transistors.

The capacitor 54 then makes it possible to convert the
excess tail charges into a voltage V according to the equa-
tion:

@

The greater the value of capacity C of the capacitor 54, the
weaker the imbalance of the voltage.

The presence of inductor 42 makes it possible to connect
capacitor 54 in parallel with switches 34, because it limits
the discharge current of capacitor 54.

The inductors 42 make it possible to reduce imbalances in
the current between arms 26 connected in parallel, and the
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capacitors 54 make it possible to reduce imbalances in the
voltage between the switching elements 16 connected in
series.

The conversion system according to the third method of
execution therefore makes it possible to obtain an output
voltage of a higher value, while limiting imbalances in the
voltage between the switching elements 16 connected in
series, all while controlling the diversion over time of the
terminal voltage of each switching element 16 via the value
of'the capacity of each capacitor 54. The other aspects of the
operation of this third method of execution are the same as
those of the first execution method described previously and
are therefore not described again.

The other advantages of this third method of execution are
the same as those of the first method of execution described
previously, and are therefore not described again.

The conversion system 10 in accordance with an embodi-
ment is also designed in such a way as to be able to reduce
the imbalance in the current between the switches 34
arranged in parallel arms 26 of the switching element 16,
during the switching phases of the switches 34, while still
delivering an output voltage of a high value, such as, for
example, a voltage greater than 2.5 Kv.

This written description uses examples to disclose the
various embodiments, including the best mode, and also to
enable any person skilled in the art to practice the embodi-
ments, including making and using any devices or systems
and performing any incorporated methods. The patentable
scope of the embodiments is defined by the claims, and may
include other examples that occur to those skilled in the art.
Such other examples are intended to be within the scope of
the claims if they have structural elements that do not differ
from the literal language of the claims, or if they include
equivalent structural elements with insubstantial differences
from the literal languages of the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A system for conversion of an initial electric voltage

into a second electric voltage, the system comprising:

a voltage inverter for converting DC power to AC power
for use in a high power electrical circuit, the power
being greater than 1 MW, the voltage inverter compris-
ing:

at least two input terminals and at least two output
terminals;

a plurality of switching elements positioned between the
input terminals and the output terminals, the switching
elements configured to convert an initial continuous
electric voltage into an alternating second electric volt-
age, and

a controller coupled to each of the switching elements for
controlling the switching elements;

wherein at least one of the switching elements comprises:
at least two arms connected in parallel, each arm

comprising an electronic switch switchable between
an on state and an off state, the electronic switch
comprising a control electrode (36), a first conduc-
tion electrode, and a second conduction electrode;
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a shared control terminal connected to the control
electrode of the electronic switch of each arm con-
nected in parallel, a first shared conduction terminal,
and a second shared conduction terminal connected
to, respectively, the first conduction electrode and the
second conduction electrode of the electronic switch
of each arm connected in parallel;

for each arm connected in parallel, an inductor connected

between one of the first and the second conduction
electrodes, and the corresponding shared conduction
terminal, the inductor being one of a portion of a track
of a printed circuit, and a dedicated component, the
inductor configured to reduce imbalances in the current
between each of the at least two arms of the switching
element; and

the controller being configured to apply an impulse volt-

age between the shared control terminal and the second
shared conduction terminal so that the at least one
switching element is in an “on” state and allowing an
output current to circulate between the first and second
conduction electrodes of the at least one switching
element.

2. The system according to claim 1, further comprising:

at least two switching elements comprising:

at least two arms connected in parallel, wherein the at
least two switching elements are connected in series
with each other, and wherein each of the at least two
switching elements comprises a capacitor connected
between the first shared conduction terminal and the
second shared conduction terminal.

3. The system according to claim 2, wherein the at least
two switching elements comprises one or more capacitors
connected in parallel with the arms in the absence of a
resistor connected in series with a corresponding capacitor.

4. The system according to claim 1, wherein each of the
switching elements comprises at least two arms connected in
parallel, and each of the at least two arms comprises a
controllable electronic switch.

5. The system according to claim 1, wherein the electronic
switch comprises at least one transistor among the group
consisting of a bipolar transistor, a field-effect transistor, an
IGBT transistor, and an IEGT transistor.

6. The system according to claim 5, wherein one of the
first and the second conduction electrodes is an emitter
electrode when the transistor is a bipolar transistor, an IGBT
transistor or an IEGT transistor, and the other of the first and
the second conduction electrodes is a source electrode when
the transistor is a field-effect transistor.

7. The system according to claim 1, wherein the electronic
switch comprises a variety of transistors connected in series.

8. The system according to claim 1, wherein the inductor
has a value of between 10 nH and 100 nH.

9. The system according to claim 8, wherein the inductor
is a portion of track having a length ranging between 1 cm
and 10 cm.

10. The system according to claim 9, wherein the portion
of track has a width ranging between 1 mm and 5 mm.
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